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ABSTRACT 

 

 

The environment in which we live is one of the most significant factors that influences the quality of our lives. Clean 

air, greenery, and clean water have a direct impact on the well-being and health of the planet's green creatures. On 

the other hand, criminologists believe that the environment plays a significant role in both committing and deterring 

the commission of criminal offenses. Polluted air or a lack of greenery can affect an individual's psycho-social state, 

making them more prone to engaging in illegal behavior. Consequently, all states must punish those criminal 

behaviors that harm the environment surrounding us. In this context, the Criminal Code of the Republic of Albania 

encompasses a range of criminal offenses primarily aimed at protecting the environment. Environmental crimes, 

their causes, perpetrators, and the consequences they produce, are the subject of study not only by criminal law but 

also by the science of criminology. Criminological studies in the context of environmental protection have been 

stimulated by the growing attention to environmental issues and the need to combat crimes such as industrial 

pollution, waste trafficking, or even illegal deforestation. Through this paper, we will analyze the external behaviors 

that damage the environment, punishable by Albanian criminal legislation, as well as the efforts made in this context 

to prevent and combat these behaviors. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

Environmental problems in Albania are numerous and include a wide range of illegal actions carried out by humans 

in various directions within the framework of daily life development. Within the framework of the development of 

commercial activity as a result of the organization's involvement in illegal criminal groups. As a result of these 

interventions, Albanian society has progressively increased its impact on the natural environment, changing its 

fundamental balances. The desire for specific economic benefits has significantly accelerated the process of 

environmental damage, resulting in pollution and destruction of natural resources. This phase has produced negative 

consequences, both in terms of climate change and biodiversity loss. However, in recent years, an opposite process 

has been observed in Albania, with a mythic shift in the importance of nature conservation and the impact of 

sustainable development. Nowadays, the relationship between man and nature is characterized by a "tension" 
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between development and conservation on the one hand, and active management on the other, to reconcile the 

interests of economic development with the protection of biodiversity. This phenomenon is also observed in the 

efforts made by the Albanian legislator to produce legislation in environmental protection, while leaving 

opportunities for the development of legal economic activities. 

Another aspect of environmental studies is that the environment influences the emergence of illegal behaviors. 

According to most researchers, the environment in which an individual lives constitutes the most important factor in 

the emergence of illegal behaviors, at least for what is known as "ordinary crime." Enrico Ferri believed that the 

explanation of criminal behavior should be based more on the psychological characteristics, the personality of the 

delinquent, and the environment in which this personality operates, which he stated were determinants in the 

individual's criminal development (Cappoling, 2022). According to studies conducted by representatives of the 

Chicago School, in every urban area, there are areas with specific environmental characteristics, in which 

individuals who lead a life not according to the rules tend to concentrate, because they find a protective environment 

and permission to commit criminal behaviors (Acocella, 2010), according to another study. It turned out that crime 

is concentrated in the central areas of the city, in places populated by people (shopping malls, business centers, open 

markets, bus stations, parks, shops, and casinos). Generally, the crime rate in the central areas of the city is higher 

than in urban and suburban areas. The study's results also indicate that the distribution of crime evolves, with the 

concentration of crime expanding from central city areas to urban and suburban areas, where crime is increasing 

(Stanković, 2020). 

Based on the above, it is essential to intensify efforts to maintain a healthy environment for the benefit of human 

life. In this way, a significant priority is given to the punishment of illegal, environmentally harmful behaviors, and, 

in particular, the development of preventive strategies aimed at preventing these behaviors. The numerous models of 

crime prevention developed by criminology are based on scientific theories. Competing or complementary, which 

are constantly subject to the scrutiny of scientific research (Kurti, 2025). The modern penal system (criminal 

legislation) is the most important form of crime prevention that has had the most tremendous success, so far, of all 

the different types of measures that have been adopted for this purpose. However, regarding criminal offenses 

against the environment, we can say that today's prevention model should be more focused on incorporating 

preventive strategies that aim to reduce the frequency of criminal behavior through the use of multiple measures, 

including measures of a criminal nature. 

According to the law no. 10431, date 9.6.2011 "For the protection of the environment, by 'media' we mean the 

natural components: air, water, soil, flora, and fauna in the totality of interactions with natural resources, as well as 

cultural heritage as part of the environment created by man. In order to protect the environment, the Constitution of 

the Republic of Albania clearly enshrines two important principles: the principle established in the Aarhus 

Convention on the right of the public to receive information on environmental issues (Article 56 of the Constitution) 

and the principle of sustainable development (Article 59 of the Constitution) and enshrined in important 

international instruments (Mania, 2017). The principles sanctioned by the Constitution are also provided by the 

ordinary legislator in the above-cited law no. 10431, date 9.6.2011 "On the Environment" In interpreting the legal 

provisions of this law, researchers think that environmental law should focus on the control of pollution and the use 

of natural resources within a framework of sustainable development, and only if pollution is caused to the 

environment and the resulting damage cannot be prevented. The person responsible for the pollution will be required 

to compensate for it. Such reasoning is based on the theory of "reparation" of damage, according to which the harm 

caused by illegal criminal behavior must be rectified and "rewarded" with the harm of punishment. Punishment in 

this case serves an essential function: it helps morally restore the situation that existed before the crime was 

committed (Kurti, 2024). All individuals, legal entities, or states that can prove they have been caused damage or 

have a likelihood of being caused damage by the illegal actions of subjects that cause environmental pollution are 

also entitled to claim compensation for environmental pollution. 

 

 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 

 

 

Literature Review and Methods 

To demonstrate the importance of environmental criminal legal protection, we have considered numerous studies 

that highlight the close connection between humans and the environment in which human life develops. According 

to Einstein Churchill, "Ee shape our buildings and afterwards our buildings shape us". The environment and man are 

connected; man takes care of the environment, and this care is reflected in what the environment "returns" to the air. 

The result of this relationship is the existence today of phenomena such as: loss of biodiversity, progressive 
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reduction and pollution of natural resources (water, air, land, energy sources, etc.); thinning of the ozone layer, the 

greenhouse effect with the climate changes associated with it, desertification, acid rain; human overpopulation, etc. 

These global changes are physical-biological processes that involve the entire biosphere, arising from what happens 

and, above all, from the actions of people in their daily lives, in the places where they reside (Bonnes et al., 2007). 

All these phenomena change man and, consequently, his way of behaving in society. 

 

Some of the illegal environmental crimes currently occurring in Albania 

Air pollution: According to the Tirana Air Quality Index (AQI), air pollution is one of the primary environmental 

concerns in Albania's major cities, particularly in Tirana. The pollution has come as a result of the existence of a 

large number of construction sites, the increase in the number of cars (zinc, copper, and lead are three of the most 

common metals released into the air by vehicles), the reduction of urban greenery, waste burning, economic 

activities of enterprises, the use of substandard fuels, etc. The concentration of particulate matter, PM10, and 

nitrogen dioxide in Tirana exceeds national and World Health Organization standards, 

Water pollution in Albania is a result of waste disposal in rivers, lakes, or seas, as well as the discharge of untreated 

sewage (Miho et al., 2010). Recently, a discussion in Albania has arisen about peaches that have resulted in nickel 

levels exceeding the permitted norm. According to experts, peaches with nickel may have resulted from the soil 

being oxidized by water from the Devoll or Shkumbin rivers, which contain heavy metals. The heavy metals most 

often found in contaminated goods are arsenic, lead, mercury, and cadmium, while chromium, copper, nickel, and 

zinc are less frequently found. Their sources are numerous, such as the metal processing industry. And 

galvanization, printing houses, semiconductor production, and textile freezing. Waste disposal, human activity, etc. 

The presence of heavy metals in large quantities causes serious problems for humans, animals, and plants (Tako, 

2015). The pollution of our marine waters by foreign ships, which dump and discharge various polluting materials 

and substances into these waters, has also become a significant concern. According to the International Maritime 

Convention "For the Prevention of Pollution from Ships", of 1973, amended by the Protocol of 1978, in the case of 

an environmental crime caused to the coast and our marine waters by foreign ships, the Albanian state has the right 

to address the state whose flag the foreign ship was flying, by submitting a request to take all necessary criminal 

measures to punish this ship, for the environmental crime committed, by making available all the evidence that 

proves that this ship has polluted the coasts of the Albanian state. In case these are obtained. Pollution resulting from 

waste is a significant issue for all countries, particularly in cases where illegal environmental practices are carried 

out by organized crime (Palmisano, 2018). This phenomenon constitutes one of the primary sources of particulate 

matter (PM2.5 and PM10), ozone, nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, carbon dioxide, and heavy metals, which are 

responsible for adverse human health effects. 

 

Pollution due to illegal deforestation 

In Albania, illegal deforestation primarily occurs for financial gain and is subsequently cleared for firewood and 

agricultural land. In recent years, many forest areas in Albania have been burned to build on that land. There have 

been and continue to be problems with identifying the perpetrators of deliberate arson. Criminological studies have 

shown that individuals are more likely to choose targets near previous crime sites, locations, homes where they live 

and/or have recently lived, including those of family members, locations of their most recent crimes, and areas 

where they have lived or frequented for a long time (Magliocca, 2024). Illegal deforestation causes climate change, 

desertification, and population displacement. Deforestation also contributes to global warming. Deforested regions 

often suffer from other significant environmental effects, including harmful soil erosion and land degradation. 

 

This work employs research, descriptive, interpretive, and comparative methods 

The research method involves a comprehensive process of collecting and organizing materials, including written and 

electronic studies, books, monographs, scientific articles, and references from various scientific conferences that 

address environmental protection issues. The selection of materials has included a relatively significant number of 

authors. Research, as a process, also accompanies the phase of organizing and ranking bibliographic entries in 

relation to the realization of this work. 

The materials selected for this paper highlight the fact that scientific studies within the framework of community 

security perception are early and have consistently focused on the connection between human behavior and the 

physical environment, urban architecture, or the natural environment. 

There are also numerous studies based on the relationship between people and natural environments (such as green 

spaces, parks, and forests) that focus specifically on understanding the psychological and social factors involved in 

the phenomena and changes of the biosphere and its ecosystems. 
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Based on these findings, the way different countries implement environmental protection within their territories is of 

great importance. In our opinion, protection through criminal legal provisions is the most important and effective. 

For this reason, we have chosen to analyze the criminal offenses related to environmental protection provided for in 

the Albanian Criminal Code. For this purpose, the paper is also based on several other methods: The descriptive 

method, which is a necessary step for the clarification of various terms and concepts, legal and therefore practical 

aspects, by achieving familiarity with the theoretical part and the approach to reality, The interpretative method, 

which consists of the interpretation, opinions and suggestions of the authors, who have undertaken to identify, 

describe and analyze criminal offenses in the field of environmental protection—the comparative method, which 

involves comparing different opinions on the explanation of criminality. 

 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

 

The results obtained from the intersection of studies from different sciences, including criminology, environmental 

psychology, urban planning, and the natural sciences, suggest that crime is not randomly distributed in space and 

time, but is also influenced by specific environmental factors.  

 

Based on this conclusion, it is essential to control and protect the environment, not only to achieve a healthy society 

but also because, in doing so, environmental factors that influence the level of criminality can be better managed. It 

is the duty of criminology not to be limited only to the identification of extra-legal behaviors but to understand the 

causes of these behaviors, to study the way in which 

 

They are carried out in order to provide successful solutions in the context of their prevention. As mentioned above, 

criminal legislation plays a crucial role in preventing illegal behaviors and, consequently, in protecting the 

environment. The punishment provided for by the criminal offense frightens the individuals of a society who, over 

time, turn the values expressed in the criminal law into customary norms. The cultural orientation of a society is 

replaced by the conviction of its members to perform certain behaviors, influenced by the fear of punishment for 

committing illegal behaviors that constitute criminal offenses (Marinucci & Dolcini, 2004). 

 

Criminal offenses against the environment are provided for in Chapter IV of the Special Part of the Criminal Code, 

Articles 201 et seq. According to researchers (Sina et al., 2023), several categorizations of criminal offenses against 

the environment can be made, which are:  

• Referring to the type of environment affected, foreseeing them as acts related to air, water, and soil 

pollution (Article 201, "Air Pollution" and Article 203, "Water Pollution"); 

• Referring to the type of pollutant, the environment involved, such as electronic waste, oils, asbestos, etc. 

(article 201/c "Nuclear materials and radioactive substances). 

• Referring to the method used to commit the crime (article 204 "Prohibited fishing", article 206/a 

"Destruction with stun guns, inviolability", article 207 "Violation of plant and animal quarantine"). 

• Referring to geographic scope, we can classify criminal offenses as internal environmental offenses, which 

occur within state borders, and as transboundary environmental offenses. 

• Referring to the criteria of the type and extent of the punishment provided, criminal offenses related to the 

environment are classified into crimes or misdemeanors. 

 

The study of these criminal acts, particularly the motives and mechanisms of perpetrators of illegal behavior, 

constitutes the primary focus of environmental criminology. Through these studies, the field aims to develop 

strategies to prevent illegal behavior. As a branch of criminology, it also examines the profiles of perpetrators of 

environmental crimes, which may include individuals, criminal organizations, or companies. It assesses the 

consequences for local communities and the ecosystem. Of great interest in the fight against environmental crimes is 

the identification of perpetrators of criminal acts, especially in cases of deliberate forest arson, according to studies 

by environmental criminologists. "Geographic Profiling", which represents a qualitative and quantitative 

investigative method, contributes, through the analysis of temporal and geographic information of illegal behaviors, 

to the determination of the area in which the search for the unknown perpetrator of these illegal behaviors will be 

focused, because this area may be the "base" of their criminal activity (Emeno et al., 2016).  
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The commission of criminal offenses against the environment in Albania results from a combination of economic, 

social, and cultural factors: 

✓ Economic reasons have driven the perpetrators of these acts (business companies and individuals) to violate 

environmental protection laws. Example: For-profit developers set fire to a pine-clad hill by the sea in order 

to transform that property into an area where luxury villas can be built. 

✓ Corruption of administrative employees facilitates illegal environmental activities. A typical example of 

this factor is the so-called "incendiaries", which resulted in a significant number of public administration 

employees being convicted of corruption. 

✓ The lack of public awareness of the importance of environmental protection contributes to the increase in 

this problem. A typical example of this problem is the dumping of waste in mountains, as well as in rivers, 

lakes, and seas. Today, Albania has a significant portion of its surface area polluted by plastic waste, a 

global issue, as well as hazardous waste, including hospital waste, toxins, and expired medications. 

Furthermore, there are no punitive mechanisms for individuals who dispose of waste in any manner they 

choose. 

✓ The legislation on environmental protection is clear, but not correctly implemented. For example, most 

provisions of the Criminal Code that address environmental offenses are reference provisions, as they refer 

to specific laws. Enforcement officers, such as those from the Gas Gorge Prosecutor's Office, must refer to 

these laws to assess whether they are facing conditions for criminal or administrative liability. 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

 

• Despite the efforts that have been made and are being made to build a contemporary legislation to protect 

the environment, in order to reduce the number of illegal behaviors to the detriment of the environment, it 

is necessary to follow a mixed strategy that requires the combination of a series of measures: strict criminal 

legislation, the use of advanced criminological methods to detect the perpetrators of illegal behaviors 

against the environment, the implementation of advanced technologies that reduce pollution, but also public 

awareness on such issues, for example. 

• Increasing lectures and seminars in schools, universities, workplaces, or even in the community to raise 

community awareness on the importance of environmental protection; Using drones to monitor green 

spaces, tree planting, or the economic activity of industrial enterprises; In the case of deliberate forest fires, 

harsher penalties may be provided for arsonists. Cooperation between different countries to combat the 

international trafficking of various waste; The use of modern methods in investigating and tracking down 

perpetrators of environmental crimes; Such preventive measures should involve more actors and have as 

their primary purpose the achievement of specific objectives for the subjects to whom these measures are 

applied. They should analyze specific problems related to this type of crime and ultimately recommend 

targeted solutions; The State should support criminological studies in this field, which should focus on 

identifying areas with a high risk of environmental pollution and examining the causes of criminal behavior 

and environmental offenses. 
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